
IPC CONSIDERATIONS IN EMS CONTEXT

Dr. Joel Muhangi Oteho A



Continued

- Patient status and needs earlier communicated as well as the ambulance team 

position.

- Any documentation to be handed over remains in a clear bag in the Driver 

cabin and is usually handed over earlier as ambulance approaches its 

designated parking/offloading area.



How to doff PPE
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Waste management principles

● All waste generated in an ambulance must be segregated in a red biohazard 
bag 

● Treat all waste from the patient as infectious

● Consider the following waste categories
• Low risk—generated in the green zone
• High risk—generated in the red zone

● Close garbage bag and wipe with 0.5% chlorine solution. Place in designated 
waiting area to await transfer for destruction



Ambulance decontamination 

● Decontamination of ambulances used to transport patients with confirmed or

suspected EVD is critical to avoid the infection of health workers, other patients and

caregivers.

● Decontamination must be performed after each patient transport.

● The ambulance must not be used again before it is decontaminated – this may lead 

to infection!

● The driver's cabin must be physically separated and is treated as the green zone –

patients or staff in PPE must not enter this area. 

● Prior to decontamination, vehicles transporting a patient are considered a high-risk 

zone. Never enter without full PPE. 
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• Always proceed from the 

cleanest to the dirtiest area 

• Always proceed from the 

highest to the lowest area

• Do not spray disinfectant: The 

spraying of disinfectants such 

as 0.5% chlorine is not 

recommended due to the toxic 

effects of chlorine on health.
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All waste from the decontamination process including PPE is infectious waste and must be disposed off at a dedicated 
waste disposal site – ETU/Holding area where patient was dropped



Key actions to remember
•Basic principles of IPC save lives (regardless of an outbreak)

•Use space to reduce your risk of infection wherever possible

•Stay alert

•Consider each step before it is carried out

•The community has the potential for chaos; therefore, your personal protection comes first. If it is not safe to carry 

out your role you may need to withdraw

•No medical decision is too rapid NOT to consider your personal safety first

•Remember to consider safety to approach before the A, B, C, D, E approach, and expand to is it asking this prior to 

every action. Will it be safe, and for actions in the vehicle, how will I react if the vehicle bumps, can I remain safe. 

•Decision making in VHF means that sometimes, you have to decide to do nothing for personal safety. This can be 

hard, but it is the correct thing to do.



EMS Videos

● Safe Transfer of a Patient with a Highly Infectious 

Disease
○ https://youtu.be/Vvq1HmHxpMg

● Ambulance Decontamination
○ https://youtu.be/QeRK3s_n-gc

● Safe Transfer of a Woman (mother) in Labor

● https://youtu.be/Z8Eeju2fsLg

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/Vvq1HmHxpMg&data=05|02|snakato@idi.co.ug|311d52f997bc4733e0e808dd2bf3af20|0d7c75a58002495ebb9f1f3108dcaa28|0|0|638715047856610842|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=sAjHNmkJnBTCOXlEorlvZ7//Ub74hnYtKnYqrZ5UNIY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/QeRK3s_n-gc&data=05|02|snakato@idi.co.ug|311d52f997bc4733e0e808dd2bf3af20|0d7c75a58002495ebb9f1f3108dcaa28|0|0|638715047856633907|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=mTBiLJDS/CT/10V93SWDYdCLeJe6KvqzXM7LN8Al4FU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/Z8Eeju2fsLg&data=05|02|snakato@idi.co.ug|311d52f997bc4733e0e808dd2bf3af20|0d7c75a58002495ebb9f1f3108dcaa28|0|0|638715047856648492|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=X49lv1uf8kug6tgaUUjkRyOrtsAWWYF/nEVgTr1VmHY%3D&reserved=0


Thank you
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